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• SANDRA L. ST. CLAIR, 83
• BARBARA THOMPSON, 91
• ERMA JEAN YOUNG, 94
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SENIORS TRAVEL: 
The Senior Travel Club of 
Walworth County will meet 
Friday, March 6, with a social 
time starting at 9:15 a.m. and 
the meeting to follow at 10 
a.m.
	 Sign up for trips and enjoy 
coffee and donuts at Como 
Community Church, W3901 
Palmer Rd., Lake Geneva. A 
speaker will be announced.
	 Upcoming trips include:
	 • March 18, Experience the 
Volo Museum.
	 • April 15, “Heartbreak 
Hotel” at the Marriott 
Lincolnshire Theater.
	 For more information, call 
480-463-6782.

TAKE A BOW: The Elkhorn 
Encore Community Talent 
Show will accept acts through 
Feb. 28.
	 The show date is March 
21. The show serves as a 
fundraiser for the Elkhorn 
Fine Arts Boosters.
	 To perform at the showcase, 
interested parties can find 
details on the EAHS Fine 
Arts Boosters Facebook and 
Instagram pages, on the EAHS 
Fine Arts Boosters website, 
or contact them at elksfab@
gmail.com.

PLAYOFF TIME: Winter 
sports are now underway for 
most area teams.
	 To keep up with Elkhorn 
Area High School, go to 
southernlakesconference.org 
or wiaawi.org.

SHOW TO SEE: The 
Lakeland Players’ production 
of “A Delightful Quarantine” 
runs through this weekend at 
the historic Sprague Theatre in 
downtown Elkhorn.
	 If interested in tickets for 
the Friday, Saturday or Sunday 
show, go to lakeland-players.
org and click on the graphic 
for “A Delightful Quarantine.”

See PUB CRAWL, Page 5See RATES, Page 7
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AMONG FRIENDS: Kelly 
Odling (left), owner of Friends 
on the Square in Elkhorn 
for 14 years, will hand over 
the reins of the business to 
long-time employee David 
Redford soon.	 – Section 2

HELPING HANDS: For 
more than 30 years, Bethel 
House in Whitewater has 
been helping families who 
are struggling and facing 
homelessness. It also as-
sists by providing neces-
sary tools to ensure long-
term success.	 – Section 2

BUSINESS

LIVING

District explains voucher 
funding for taxpayers
By Susan Steele
CORRESPONDENT
	 Local Elkhorn Area School Dis-
trict taxpayers are covering rough-
ly $800,000 annually to fund private 
school vouchers, according to dis-
cussion at the Feb. 9 Elkhorn Area 
School District Board of Education 
meeting, where board members and 
administrators referenced informa-
tion shared during Wisconsin Asso-
ciation of School Boards (WASB) 
conference discussions.
	 District officials explained that 
under Wisconsin’s current funding 
structure, when a resident student 
uses a private school voucher, the 
state aid that would normally fol-
low that student to the public school 
district is instead deducted from the 
district’s aid payment. The district 
then replaces that funding through 
the local property tax levy in order 
to maintain school operations.
	 A district administrator described 
the funding mechanism during the 
meeting, explaining that when stu-
dents use vouchers, “the voucher is 

paid for from the state aid that’s as-
signed to that resident district… then 
the district levies the difference… 
through the local tax levy,”  add-
ing that in practice,  “vouchers are 
paid 100 percent by local levies, so 
technically our tax levy could go up 
simply because people are paying 
for private education.”
	 Officials noted that the shift in 
funding does not automatically re-
duce district costs, since staffing, 
programming and facility expenses 
largely remain even when individu-
al students leave for private schools. 
As a result, districts commonly in-
crease the local levy to maintain 
services, meaning residents see the 
financial impact locally rather than 
through state funding adjustments.
	 Administrators added that while 
families may choose private edu-
cation for a variety of reasons, the 
funding structure means the resident 
public school district and its taxpay-
ers continue to absorb the financial 
adjustment, a topic that generated 
discussion among board members 

during their report on the recent 
WASB conference.

Charter school grant loss 
prompts restructuring plan
	 Board members also learned Feb. 
9 that the district recently lost a state 
Charter School Expansion Grant 
tied to its Options Virtual Charter 
School after the program did not 
meet a required 20 percent enroll-
ment growth target.
	 District administrators told the 
board the grant, which supported 
planning and marketing efforts for 
grades 6–12 programming, was un-
expectedly withdrawn after enroll-
ment growth fell just short of the 
state benchmark.
	 Officials said the district had 
projected future growth following 
its initial planning year but was in-
formed the grant would be discon-
tinued because enrollment numbers 
did not meet the state’s threshold.
	 In response, district leaders are

Woman 
found dead 
in home by 

police
	 The Walworth County 
Sheriff’s Department is 
investigating a death that 
occurred Feb. 21 in The Pines 
subdivision in the Town of 
Lafayette near Elkhorn.
	 Joseph Christman, 38, was 
being held in the Walworth 
County Jail as of Tuesday 
on charges of attempted 
first-degree intentional 
homicide, aggravated 
battery, strangulation and 
suffocation, first-degree 
recklessly endangering safety 
and intimidation of a victim. 
Charges involving the death of 
a woman in the home had not 
been filed by press deadline. 
	 According to a news release 
put out by the department 
Feb. 22, the Walworth 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Communications Center 
received a 911 call shortly after 
7:30 p.m. for a disturbance 
at W4708 Pine Ct., Elkhorn 
– adjacent to Evergreen Golf 
Course.
	 The call was disconnected, 
and squads were immediately 
dispatched. Upon the arrival 
of deputies, they located two 
males inside the residence 
who were fighting; both had 
apparent injuries and were 
bleeding. The subjects were 
separated and detained.
	 Additional deputies, along 
with the City of Elkhorn Police 
and the Wisconsin State Patrol, 
arrived to assist. An immediate 
search of the residence was 
conducted, during which 
time Jody L. Marzello, 62, 
of Elkhorn, was located in a 
bedroom, unconscious.
	 Life-saving measures were 
performed by deputies and 
Elkhorn Area Ambulance 
personnel. The female was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 
The two male subjects were 
transported to an area hospital 
for treatment of injuries.
	 The sheriff’s department 
said the incident remains under 
investigation, but that there 
is no ongoing threat to the 
community. 

Pub crawl set to 
benefit Lakeland 
Animal Shelter
By Jennifer Eisenbart
EDITOR
	 For Jordan Barr, who owns the 
Sports Page Barr in downtown 
Elkhorn, his desire to help the com-
munity has merged into a five-year 
fundraiser.
	 The fifth iteration of the Lep-
rechaun Leap Pub Crawl will take 
place Saturday, March 14, from 1 to 
6 p.m.
	 Thanks to sponsors, all the mon-
ey from the $25 entry fee will go to 
the Lakeland Animal Shelter, which 
has received more than $22,000 
from the profits of the pub crawl 
over the first four years.
	 “I always wanted to do a pub 
crawl,” explained Barr. “I wanted to 
make it benefit a charity.”
	 Of course, after deciding to do 
one, he had to find a charity.
	 “There are three big things that 
people want to give money to – 
kids, animals and veterans,” he said. 
In the end, Barr felt strongly about 
animals because the shelter “gives a 
voice to the voiceless.”
	 Of course, the first year Barr 
decided to do the pub crawl, “they 
didn’t even know I was doing it.” 
Now, after four years, “when I walk 
in, the Pub Crawl Guy.”
	 Over the years, though, the pub 
crawl has developed a following. 
Last year, Barr had 230 t-shirts made 
up – and sold out for the event.
	 This year, he made 260.
	 “So I’m hoping for 260,” he ex-
plained. “But my shirt guy is on 
standby.”

See VOUCHER FUNDING, Page 5

A snow ball
	 Elkhorn Area High School 
held its annual Snow Ball 
Saturday at the high school. 
Hundreds of students 
turned out in their finest for 
the dance. Above: Carson 
Novak, Taylor Beauregard, 
Macy Claypool, Tenley 
Briones and Ella Bednarek 
smile for the camera. At 
right: Genevieve White 
(right) and Aden Getka were 
queen and king of the ball, 
respectively.

PHOTOS COURTESY  
AVANTE PRODUCTIONS 
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City approves rates for emergency services
Resolution seeks to recoup incident costs from non-residents

By Kellen Olshefski
CORRESPONDENT
	 At its Feb. 16 meeting, the City 
of Elkhorn Common Council voted 
5-0 in favor of a resolution estab-
lishing a mitigation rates schedule 
for cost recovery for fire and emer-
gency medical services.
	 Resolution No. 2026-03 directly 
relates to the updates to the city’s or-
dinance on recovery costs for emer-
gency services passed by the coun-
cil on Feb. 2, which expands the fire 
department’s cost recovery tools for 
costs incurred when the department 
responds.
	 That updated ordinance is spe-
cifically geared toward people who 
don’t live within in the department’s 
service area and costs of services re-
quired due to a violation of a local 
ordinance or state and federal law.
	 While the rates schedule was 
approved with no discussion, the 
included schedule in the council 
packet laid out the average associat-
ed costs that are typical for various 

levels of incident responses. The 
schedule does note, however, that 
when a claim is submitted, it might 
be itemized and based on the actual 
services provided.
	 For motor vehicle accidents, 
Level 1 is listed at $602 and noted 
as the most common billing level, 
including the scene stabilization and 
hazardous materials assessment, 
something that occurs most every 
time the department responds to an 
incident. Level 2 bumps up to $687 
and further includes clean u and ma-
terial used for hazardous fluid clean 
up and disposal, such as gasoline or 
any automotive fluids spilled.
	 Level 3, a car fire, comes at a cost 
of $838, covering the costs of scene 
safety, fire suppression, breathing 
air, rescue tools, foam, clean up and 
more.
	 Under the “Add-On Services” 
subsection, Extrication is billed at 
$1,811, defined as using heavy res-
cue tools, ropes, airbags, cribbing, 
etc., and would be added if the 

department has to free or remove 
anyone from a vehicle using any 
equipment. The schedule notes the 
department will not bill at this level 
if the patient is simply unconscious 
and the department is able to open 
the door to remove the patient.
	 Creating a Landing Zone is 
billed at $553 and includes Air Care 
(multi-engine company response, 
mutual aid and helicopter), with the 
rates noting the department will bill 
at this level any time a helicopter 
landing zone is created and/or uti-
lized to transport a patient and that 
each incident can be billed with 
custom rates using itemized rates 
deemed usual, customary and rea-
sonable.
	 Under HAZMAT, a Level 1 Ba-
sic Response is billed at $972 and 
includes engine response, first re-
sponder assignment perimeter es-
tablishment, evacuations, setup and 
command.
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ERMA JEAN YOUNG
	 Erma Jean Young, 94, 
formerly of Elkhorn, passed 
away peacefully at Library 
Terrace Assisted Living in 
Kenosha on Feb. 17, 2026. 
Most knew her as Jean, but 
she was Erma Jean to the 
Bierma side of the family. 
She was the daughter of the 
late Dick D. and Nellie Viola 
(Myers) Bierma.
	 Born on July 24, 1931, in 
Holyoke, Colorado, Jean was 
the only one in her family 
born in a hospital. She was 
the tenth of twelve children 
and grew up in Nebraska, at-
tending schools in Madrid and 
Sutherland before graduating 
from Sutherland High School 
in 1949. 
	 On June 17, 1951, she 
married Layne Allen Young 
in Sutherland, Nebraska, and 
they shared nearly 60 years 
together before his passing. 
The couple began their life 
on the Young family farm in 
O’Fallons, Nebraska, then 
moved to Hershey before a 
brief relocation to South Da-
kota. They later returned to 
Nebraska, settling in North 
Platte, and eventually made 
their home in Wisconsin. In 
1965, they moved to Portage, 
followed by a final move to 
Elkhorn in 1966. Remarkably, 
Jean moved 20 times after 
getting married.
	 Throughout her life, Jean’s 
primary role was caring for 
her children and grandchil-
dren, though she held a vari-
ety of jobs. As a young girl, 
she worked for the Arnold 
family in their home and at 
Arnold Drug Store in Suther-
land. She also soldered parts 
for airplane electronics at 
Goodall in Sutherland. Later, 
she served as a clerk at several 
department stores, including 
Schweser’s and Fritchman’s 
in Nebraska, and Barton’s in 
Elkhorn. She particularly en-
joyed her time as the Janes-
ville Gazette “paper lady,” 
where carriers picked up bun-
dles of newspapers.
	 Jean was a longtime mem-
ber of St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, where she sang in the 
choir and served in various 
roles. She took great pleasure 
in tending her flowers, send-

ing cards, 
and writing 
letters to stay 
c o n n e c t e d 
with family 
and friends. 
Her lifelong 
pride was in 
her baking, 
e s p e c i a l -

ly cookies, which she loved 
sharing with others. She also 
cherished music, particularly 
hymns.
	 Jean is survived by her 
children, Allen (Karel) Young, 
Brian Young, and Carolyn 
(Jeff) Kostrzewa; daughter-
in-law Michele Young; grand-
children Jay (Darcie) Young, 
Brad Young, Rachel (Troy) 
Lipker, Matthew Kostrzewa, 
Jackson Young, and Cassidy 
Young; great-grandchildren 
Emmett Lipker and Riley 
Lipker; and many special rel-
atives and close friends. She 
was preceded in death by her 
parents; husband; son Dan 
Young; and siblings Marie 
Day, Chester Bierma, Law-
rence Bierma, Lester Bierma, 
Mabel Lemmon, Agnes Heg-
wood, Merle Bierma, Marjo-
rie Arnold, Charles Bierma, 
Norma Scofield, and Gayle 
Bierma.
	 A special thank you to the 
staff and residents of Library 
Terrace Assisted Living, who 
provided Jean with friendship, 
fun, care, and support in her 
final years. You became her 
extended family and friends.
	 A funeral service will 
be held for Jean on Friday, 
Feb. 27, 2026, at 11 a.m. at 
Haase-Lockwood & Associ-
ates Funeral Home and Cre-
matory, 730 N. Wisconsin 
Street, Elkhorn. Visitation 
will precede the service from 
9 until 11 a.m. Following 
the service, Jean will be laid 
to rest at Roselawn Memory 
Gardens. Memorials may be 
made in Jean’s name to Hos-
pice Alliance, 10220 Prairie 
Ridge Blvd., Pleasant Prairie, 
WI 53158. 
	 Arrangements are under 
the direction of Haase-Lock-
wood & Associates Funeral 
Home and Crematory of Elk-
horn. An online guestbook is 
available at www.haaselock-
woodfhs.com.

SANDRA L. ST. CLAIR
	 Sandra L. St. Clair, 83, 
of Elkhorn, passed away on 
Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2026, 
at Brolen Park in East Troy. 
Monroe Funeral Home in 
Delavan is assisting the fam-
ily.

BARBARA THOMPSON
	 Barbara Thompson, 91, 
of Elkhorn, passed away on 
Monday, Feb. 23, 2026, at 
Lakeland Health Care Center 
in Elkhorn. Monroe Funeral 
Home in Delavan is assisting 
the family.

Death notices

Obituary

•	Pub crawl   (Continued from front page)

	 Other communities are get-
ting in on the fun. This year, a 
bar in Delavan – Red’s on Sev-
enth – is bringing a bus of peo-
ple to participate.
	 How the event works:
	 • There are stops at Sports 
Page Barr, Elkhorn Saloon, 
Jack Rabbit Fizz, Someplace 
Else, Greatest Hits Social Tap 
(formerly Bernie’s), Moy’s and 
Station 20 Pub and Grub.
	 • Make a stop at each loca-
tion and buy anything – food, 
chips, soda or alcohol – to get 
your card stamped.
	 • Participants who return to 
the Sports Page by the end of 
the event with all their stamps 
are entered in the grand prize 
drawing for $500.
	 Thanks to sponsorships 
from TNC Amusements, GM 

Real Estate, Barrel House, 
Hansen’s IGA, Angry Orchard 
Hard Cider, Sun Cruiser, RJS 
Heating and Cooling, Silver 
Lake Inn, Red’s On Seventh 
and Henricks-Wilging Insur-
ance Services, the entry fee will 
go in full to the animal shelter.
	 “They’re a no kill shelter 
and they do great work over 
there,” Barr said. “Kind of a 
no-brainer.”
	 There’s extra incentive this 
year as well, with Barr aiming 
to raise $10,000.
	 “If we reach that goal, I 
pledged to cut my hair and do-
nate it to Wigs for Kids,” he 
said.
	 To register for the event, go 
to Lakeland Animal Shelter or 
any of the seven stops on the 
crawl – and purchase a shirt.

•	Voucher funding   (Continued from front page)

now pursuing a restructuring 
strategy similar to the Southern 
Lakes College Academy mod-
el, creating a new independent 
charter school serving grades 
9-12. Administrators said doing 
so would allow the district to 
apply for a different state char-
ter grant program that requires 
only a minimum of 20 enrolled 
students.
	 Under the proposed plan, 
grades 9-12 would operate as a 
separate virtual charter school, 
while the existing Options pro-
gram would continue serving 
younger students. District offi-
cials said enrollment numbers 
already meet the minimum re-
quirement needed to establish 
the new school.
	 Administrators told the 
board the district plans to seek 
approximately  $800,000 in 
grant funding over three years, 
slightly more than the remain-
ing funds expected under the 
original expansion grant, to 
support programming and mar-
keting efforts moving forward.
	 Officials added that Wis-
consin’s virtual charter envi-
ronment remains competitive 
statewide, making recruitment 
and program awareness critical 
to future enrollment growth.

Enrollment trends show 
gradual shift in student 

counts
	 District officials also re-
viewed January enrollment 
figures, noting continued en-
rollment pressure at the ele-
mentary level while middle 
school enrollment remains 
comparatively steady.
	 Total district enrollment 
stands at  3,428 students, in-
cluding 2,535 resident (R) stu-
dents and  893 non-resident 
(NR) students enrolled across 
district schools and charter 
programs.
	 School-by-school figures 
presented to the board show:
	 • West Side Elementary: 
271 R / 67 NR
	 • Tibbets Elementary: 334 
R / 68 NR
	 • Jackson Elementary: 312 
R / 78 NR
	 • Elkhorn Area Middle 
School: 538 R / 112 NR
	 • Elkhorn Area High 
School: 732 R / 165 NR
	 wo district programs, how-
ever, enroll more non-resident 
than resident students:
	 • Career & College Acade-
my: 115 R / 152 NR
	 • Options Virtual Charter 
School: 130 R / 223 NR
	 Officials noted that virtual 
and charter programming often 
draws students from outside 
district boundaries, accounting 
for the higher non-resident en-

rollment in those programs.
	 Administrators told the 
board that enrollment de-
clines typically spread gradu-
ally across grade levels rather 
than occurring in a single year, 
making staffing and facility 
adjustments challenging since 
district operating costs remain 
largely fixed even as student 
counts shift.

Student representative 
highlights district 
activities
	 Student representatives 
provided updates on activities 
across district schools, high-
lighting academic and extra-
curricular events underway.
	 At the high school, prepa-
rations are underway for the 
upcoming MakerFest, de-
scribed as one of the largest 
student-centered maker events 
in Wisconsin outside Milwau-
kee. The event showcases stu-
dent innovation and includes 
hands-on demonstrations and 
community participation, 
along with a planned drone 
light show.
	 Middle school students re-
cently participated in career 
exploration programming, 
dance camp opportunities and 
recognition events promoting 
positive behavior. Elemen-
tary schools reported robot-

ics learning projects, book 
events and kindness-themed 
activities, while fundraising 
efforts supported area autism 
programming and community 
events.
	 Board members praised the 
variety of opportunities avail-
able to students and the strong 
community involvement in 
district programs.

Legislative funding 
concerns discussed
	 Board members also shared 
updates from recent meetings 
with state legislators and par-
ticipation in WASB conference 
discussions, focusing heavily 
on school funding concerns.
	 Officials noted that de-
clining enrollment statewide, 
combined with state funding 
formulas that phase in re-
ductions over multiple years, 
can create long-term revenue 
challenges for districts. Even 
relatively small enrollment de-
clines can eventually translate 
into significant funding losses 
while operating costs remain 
largely unchanged.
	 Board members empha-
sized the importance of contin-
ued communication with state 
lawmakers regarding funding 
formulas, assessment stan-
dards and financial pressures 
facing public school districts.

•	Blotter   (Continued from page 2)

had to shut off the vehicle by 
deactivating the battery. Inside 
of the vehicle was a marijuana 
pipe, a clown mask and broken 
glass.
	 The registered vehicle own-
er was unaware the Kia was 
not in his driveway and report-
ed it stolen. He later reported 
that another vehicle in his 
driveway was tampered with, 
with the steering column tak-
ing off and wires hanging out 
of it. Samples of the blood left 
behind in the crashed Kia were 
sent to the Wisconsin State 
Crime Laboratory on Dec. 21, 
2022.
	 Results from the crime 
lab came back Oct. 29, 2025, 
identifying Vasquez’s DNA. 
Investigators learned Vasquez 
was treated at a nearby hospi-
tal on Nov. 7, 2022, for injuries 
to his mouth, that he said were 

caused from tripping and fall-
ing. 
	 • Jermaine L. Hardin, 25, 
of Minneapolis; identity theft 
for financial gain, forgery and 
theft of moveable property 
valued between $5,000 and 
$10,000.
	 According to the criminal 
complaint, Village of East 
Troy police responded to an 
Edwards Street home Nov. 
14, 2025, for a report from a 
woman that US Bank noti-
fied her all the money from 
her accounts was consolidat-
ed into her checking account 
and someone was trying to 
withdraw $5,500 from that ac-
count.
	 She learned that on Nov. 
17, 2025, Hardin – who she 
did not know – forged one of 
her checks and cashed it to 
withdrawal the $5,500. In-

vestigators subpoenaed bank 
records and obtained video 
surveillance from US Bank on 
Mitchell Street in Milwaukee, 
showing Hardin cashing the 
forged check and presenting 
his Minnesota driver’s license 
to do so. 

Class I
	 Class I, punishable by up 
to 3-1/2 years in prison and 
$10,000 in fines:

Drugs
	 • Amber L. Drummond, 
41, of Genoa City; operating a 
motor vehicle while under the 
influence – third offense with 
a minor in the vehicle and as 
a repeater, and possession of 
methamphetamine.
	 According to the criminal 
complaint, Lake Geneva po-
lice were called to the Burger 

King parking lot Feb. 17 at 
8:29 a.m. where a man re-
ported he was rear-ended by 
a woman, later identified as 
Drummond. Drummond told 
the officer that she woke up 
that morning and “smoked a 
couple hits of heroin at 5 a.m.” 
before driving her daughter to 
her elementary school.
	 She was placed under ar-
rest and police located two 
methamphetamine rocks in her 
possession. During booking, 
Drummond was falling asleep. 
A legal blood draw was taken 
at 11:14 a.m. She was pre-
viously convicted of driving 
under the influence on Oct. 28, 
2006, and March 15, 2008.
	 She was also convicted of 
possession of narcotic drugs 
in Walworth County Aug. 2, 
2024, making her a repeat of-
fender. 

•	Courts   (Continued from page 2)

and screamed for her neighbor 
to call the police. 
	 Pete went through her make-
up bag and took a second phone 
she had hidden along with her 
cigarettes, then left. 
	 She said after he left, she se-
cured the door as best she could 
because it was damaged from 
prior incidents and would not 
close properly. 
	 She then took the baby up-
stairs and Pete came back, kick-
ing in the front door and break-
ing the chain lock.  
	 He accused her of having 
sex with other men before 
charging at her, grabbing her 
by the throat and causing her 
to strike her head on the arm 
rest of a couch. When her dog 
came into the area, he slammed 
the dog’s head against hers and 
asked the dog if it wanted to get 
choked, too. 
	 She said she tried fight-
ing back and Pete continued 
to choke her and told her he 
would kill her. He also made 
statements including “keep try-
ing to breath (expletive)” and “I 
love it when you can’t breathe.”
	 The woman said she was 
blacking in and out and at one 
point he grabbed her by the 
throat and lifted her off the bed, 
causing her to black out and 
fall onto the floor. She said he 
kicked and hit the dog as well 
during the assault. 
	 Pete let go of her and went 
into the hallway where he 
kicked holes in the walls. She 

said she grabbed the baby, who 
suffered an abrasion to the arm 
during the assault, and ran out 
of the house.  
	 The woman suffered from a 
concussion and a broken nose. 
Nothing was mentioned about 
the dog’s well being.
	 Pete was out on bond for 
two separate Racine County 
cases. He was ordered not to 
consume or possess alcohol, 
have any contact with the wom-
an, or commit any new crimes, 
among other conditions. 
	 If convicted on all counts, 
Pete faces up to 32 years in 
prison and $181,000 in fines. 

Police bust sex offender 
in theft of Legos, Magic 
cards 
	 A preliminary hearing is 
scheduled March 4 in Racine 
County Circuit Court for a 
Bur l ington 
man accused 
of stealing 
more than 
$1,000 worth 
of Legos and 
cards from 
Walmart.  
	 J e f f e r y 
Lee Decker, 
46, is charged 
with felony retail theft – inten-
tionally take between $500 and 
$5,000. 
	 According to the crimi-
nal complaint filed Feb. 17, 
Burlington police were called 
to Walmart at 1901 Milwaukee 

Avenue for a report of shoplift-
ing on Feb. 13. 
	 The store’s loss prevention 
employee reported that at 11:30 
a.m., a man – later identified as 
Decker – came into the store, 
selected playing cards and put 
them into a cart. He went back 
into the toy area where he se-
lected multiple Legos sets and 
concealed them into a tote then 
left the store without paying. 
	 Video footage showed 
Decker, wearing a black sweat-
shirt with the number 15 on it, 
take the $22.89 storage tote and 
fill it with 10 cases of Magic 
and Gathering playing cards 
and 12 sets of Legos for a total 
of $1,202.40 in stolen items.  
	 A DOT check on the plates 
of the suspected vehicle that 
Decker left in led police to him. 
	 Decker stated the stolen 
items were “at a friend’s house 
in Burlington.” He admitted to 
“doing something stupid.” 
	 He said he had some of the 
stolen Legos sets and gave an 
officer permission to remove 
five sets from under his bed. 
	 Police also located the 
sweatshirt he was wearing in 
the video footage. 
	 In a separate case filed the 
same day, Decker was charged 
with a sex offender registry 
violation, after authorities 
learned Decker is residing in 
Twin Lakes, but has Burlington 
listed as his residence.  
	 He is scheduled for a pre-
liminary hearing in that case 

March 4. 	
	 According to the criminal 
complaint, Decker was con-
victed in Kenosha County of 
second-degree sexual assault of 
a child and is required to reg-
ister for life as a sex offender 
with the Wisconsin Department 
of Corrections.
	 On Jan. 6, after authorities 
received a tip that Decker was 
living in Twin Lakes, a regis-
tration confirmation letter was 
mailed to his Burlington ad-
dress. Decker used the online 
portal to confirm the Burlington 
address. 
	 After his felony retail theft 
arrest, it was learned that as 
of Dec. 11, 2025, Decker was 
living at Hill Top Motel at 108 
North Lake Avenue in Twin 
Lakes, where he was located 
and taken into custody.
	 He faces six years in prison 
and a $10,000 fine for deliber-
ately providing false informa-
tion to the registry.   
	 If convicted, in the Class I 
felony case, he faces up to three 
years and six months in prison 
and a $10,000 fine. 

Roommate beats 
romantic interest after 
rejection 
	 A status conference is sched-
uled March 25 in Racine Coun-
ty Circuit Court for a former 
Wind Lake woman accused 
of beating her roommate who 
said she was uninterested in a 
romantic relationship with her. 

	 A m a n d a 
S. Hoops, 35, 
who is now 
residing in 
Pewaukee, is 
charged with 
felony intim-
idation of a 
victim, false 
i m p r i s o n -
ment, stran-
gulation and 
suffocation, criminal damage to 
property, two counts of misde-
meanor battery, and two counts 
of disorderly conduct – all as 
a repeater and with domestic 
abuse assessments and taking 
and driving a vehicle without 
the owner’s consent. 
	 According to the criminal 
complaint filed Feb. 12, a sher-
iff’s deputy was called to 26101 
S. Wind Lake Road in Wind 
Lake on Feb. 11 at 8:19 a.m. for 
an assault report. 
	 A woman reported that her 
roommate, Hoops, threw some-
thing at her head and stole her 
black Acura. The woman was 
bleeding from her head. 
	 The woman reported that 
the night prior, Hoops said she 
wanted to pursue a romantic re-
lationship, but the woman said 
she was not interested and an 
argument ensued. 
	 During the argument, Hoops 
got angry and attacked the 
woman, pulling her hair, punch-
ing her multiple times in the 
stomach, and shoving her down 
then hitting her with a broom. 

	 The woman said she tried to 
use her phone to call 911, but 
Hoops threw it against the wall 
and broke it. When the woman 
tried to leave the house, Hoops 
blocked the door and began to 
choke her to the point she could 
not breathe. 
	 The woman said she grabbed 
a pair of scissors to defend her-
self, and Hoops snatched them 
from the woman’s hand, caus-
ing a laceration to her right 
pointer finger. 
	 The following day, the wom-
an said she had to go to Wauke-
sha Community Services to get 
her ankle monitor checked, but 
her license is revoked. Hoops 
insisted on driving her, but the 
woman told her she did not 
want Hoops to come near her 
or drive her. 
	 Hoops got angry and said 
she was going with the woman 
“no matter what” and grabbed 
her hair, struck her and threw 
something at her head. 
	 She also grabbed a pair of 
scissors and threatened to stab 
the woman. 
	 She then threw a few more 
items at the woman before 
leaving and driving away with 
the woman’s vehicle. 
	 She later returned the vehi-
cle and was taken into custody 
after police were called back to 
the home.  
	 If convicted on all charges, 
Hoops faces up to 49 and a half 
years in prison and $87,000 in 
fines. 

Jeffrey Decker 

Amanda 
Hoops 

Wisconsin celebrates 75 years of State Natural Areas
	 This year marks the 75th anniversary 
of the Wisconsin State Natural Areas 
Program, the oldest and largest of its 
kind in the country. 
	 The Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, in collaboration 
with more than 60 partners, cares for 
nearly 700 sites that protect outstanding 
examples of Wisconsin’s native 
landscape of natural communities, 
significant geological formations and 
archeological sites.
	 The Wisconsin Legislature created 
the State Natural Areas Program in 
November 1951, to protect the best 
examples of Wisconsin’s native “natural 
communities” – distinct groupings 
of plants, animals, soils, geology and 
climate that include different types of 
grasslands, wetlands and forests.
	 Since its founding, the program has 
also grown to protect other aspects of 
Wisconsin’s natural heritage, including 
significant geological features, 
archeological sites and critical habitat 
for some rare species.
	 State natural areas prioritize 
education, scientific research and the 
long-term protection of Wisconsin’s 
biological diversity for future 
generations due to their unique features.

	 Wisconsin has nearly 100 distinct 
natural communities. 
	 Many, including tall grass prairie, 
pine barrens and oak savanna, are 
considered globally rare. State natural 
areas protect the best examples of these 
declining communities. 
	 More than 230 animal and plant 
species are listed as endangered or 
threatened in Wisconsin. Over 90% of 
those listed plant species and 75% of the 
listed wildlife species are found within 
state natural areas.
	 Parfrey’s Glen was designated as 
the first state natural area in 1952, 
and the program has since grown to 
include sites owned by the DNR as 
well as many partners, including other 
government agencies like the U.S. 
Forest Service, and land trusts like The 
Nature Conservancy and The Prairie 
Enthusiasts.
	 “State natural areas are priceless 
because they protect more than land – 
they preserve biodiversity, safeguard 
ecosystem services like clean air and 
water, and give people a place to 
connect with nature and our shared 
natural heritage,” said Sarah Herrick, 
DNR State Natural Area Program 
specialist.

	 Much has changed in the last 75 
years, as these places experience new 
invasive species, a changing climate, 
encroaching development, and other 
stressors that threaten their ecology. 
However, the State Natural Areas 
Program continues to preserve and 
protect Wisconsin’s unique natural 
heritage for the people of the state.

Volunteer at a local 
state natural area
	 Nearly all state natural areas are open 
to the public for hiking, hunting, bird-
watching, nature study and photography, 
but most are largely undeveloped. 
	 Visitors are asked to enjoy these 
ecologically sensitive sites responsibly, 
the DNR said, adding one of the best 
ways to connect with nature at these 
locations is through volunteering. 
	 Volunteers clear brush, collect seed, 
control invasive species and more. No 
experience is necessary, and training 
and equipment are provided on-site.
	 To get involved and receive 
notifications about upcoming workdays, 
sign up for email invites on the DNR’s 
State Natural Areas Volunteer Program 
webpage at dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/
StateNaturalAreas/volunteer.


